A HISTORY OF POLAND
but also a vivid sense of Poland's destiny as the crucible
of the various nationalities on Russia's western border,
Lidiuanian or Ruthcnian or Ukrainian. He was un-
willing to sacrifice these populations to his historical
enemy, whether that enemy bore the name of Czardom
or Sovietdom, and when he had pushed the frontiers
of the new Poland as far eastwards as he dared, he con-
templated the creation of a series of small buffer States,
which would naturally be drawn into the orbit of
Poland's superior culture, and economic and administra-
tive efficiency. This eastern pre-occupation of Pilsudski
thus satisfied, he would have been content to accept the
restitution of die Polish-German frontier as it existed
before die first partition in 1772.
In the event, however, the Paris Peace Conference
proved only willing to settle the western frontiers of
Poland, since Russia was unrepresented at the Conference,
and except for the future of the Ukrainians in Enstcrn
Galicia, the whole question of Poland's eastern borders
with its vexed issue of minorities was left to be settled
between Poland and Russia themselves. Circumstances
ordained, therefore, that it should be Dmowski's con-
ception of Poland's historic r6lc, and not Pilsudski's,
which prevailed at the Peace Conference, and the feet
is not without importance in the light of later events.
Thus the western frontiers were drawn largely, although
not entirely, on ethnological lines. The Polish-speaking
province of Poznan (Posen) was restored to Poland.
The maritime province of Pomorze, inhabited since the
earliest times by a Slav population speaking a Polish
dialect, was also returned to the Poles, although strips
of territory on its fringes inhabited by a mixed German
and Polish population were left to Prussia. East Prussia,
the Baltic domain of the Teutonic Knights, although
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